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13th  July,  1955. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1 have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  report  on  the  health  of 
the  Borough  of  Colchester  for  the  year  1954. 

Vital  Statistics 

One  only  of  the  usual  statistical  indices  departs  appreciably 
from  the  level  of  the  previous  year.  This  is  the  Infant  Mortality 
rate,  wh^ich  at  28'6  is  higher  than  for  several  years  and  is  even 
slightly  higher  than  the  national  average  of  25-5.  As  I have  pointed 
out  before,  since  our  numbers  in  Colchester  are  not  very  great 
our  rate  may  be  seriously  affected  by  a small  variation  in  the  number 
of  deaths  and  our  five-year  average,  which  is  a truer  measure 
remains  lower  than  the  national  figure.  There  is  no  obvious  reason 
to  suggest  that  any  of  the  25  infant  deaths  in  the  year  should  have 
been  prevented,  but  a slight  rise  is  a timely  reminder  that  we  must 
not  be  tempted  to  relax  our  watch  over  babies. 

The  total  death  rate  is  a little  above  the  national  figure— 1T6 
as  against  11 -3— but  when  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  the  town  has 
several  institutions  which  house  persons  drawn  from  a far  wider 
area  and  that  in  the  natural  course  of  events  these  people  contain 
a higher  proportion  of  persons  in  rather  precarious  health  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  town  remains  a healthy  one  for  its  ordinary  inhabi- 
tants. Twenty-three  of  those  who  died  during  the  year  had  reached 
the  age  of  90  and  two  were  centenarians. 


infectious  Disease 

The  year  was  a singularly  light  one  so  far  as  infectious  disease 

whooping-cough  provided  more  than  a 
• cases  and  even  that  was  less  than  half  the  previous  year’s 

incidence  (120  as  against  277).  I hestitate  to  speak  definitely  at 
this  stage,  but  it  is  possible  that  we  may  be  feeling  the  first  effects 
01  the  carnpaign  of  immunisation  against  that  disease.  Measles, 
an  epidemic  of  which  occurs  every  two  years,  was  expected  in  the 
ate  au^tumn,  but  as  in  1952,  it  did  not  appear  in  full  force  until 
a er  the  turn  of  the  year.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  outbreak  is 
passing  Its  peak,  but  in  number  of  cases  it  has  been  comparable 
with  that  of  1953.  Fortunately  it  delayed  until  the  worst  of  the 
Winter  weather  was  past  and  the  incidence  of  complications  has 
een  less  than  usual.  I shall  comment  on  it  fully  in  my  next  report. 

Scarlet  fever  produced  more  cases,  but  these  were  of  a fairly 
mild  type.  There  was  only  one  confirmed  case  of  poliomyelitis, 
possi  ly  contracted  abroad,  and  the  patient  made  an  excellent 
ccovery.  Infective  hepatitis,  usually  a mild  disease  which  runs 
^ Dcnign  course,  caused  two  deaths,  one  in  a local  child  and  one 
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in  a soldier  who,  though  stationed  in  Colchester,  died  in  hospital 
in  Lancashire. 

The  notiheation  of  ten  cases  of  “ food  poisoning  ” is  not 
significant.  All  ten  were  mild  and  there  was  nothing  in  the  nature 
of  a major  outbreak.  Notifications  under  this  head  are  always 
misleading.  1 have  little  doubt  that  during  the  year  many  scores, 
if  not  hundreds,  of  Colcestrians  ate  infected  food  and  paid  the 
penalty  of  someone  else’s  carelessness  with  a few  hours  of  acute 
discomfort.  Most  people,  however,  are  so  used  to  occasional 
“ tummy  trouble  ” that  they  did  not  bother  to  call  in  the  doctor 
unless  the  illness  lasts  for  more  than  a day  or  so.  Even  when  the 
doctor  is  called  in,  he  is  not  likely  to  notify  the  case  as  one  of  food 
poisoning  unless  he  has  a strong  suspicion  that  it  has  a specific 
association  with  food.  It  has  sometimes  been  asked  why,  if  this 
is  so,  we  should  bother  to  make  food  poisoning  notifiable  at  all. 
The  answer  is  that  if  a serious  outbreak  should  occur  the  Depart- 
ment will  be  able  to  act  quickly  and  stop  it  at  the  source  ; without 
notification  this  would  not  be  possible. 

Housing 

Two  years  ago  in  my  report,  I warned  the  public  that  the 
activities  of  the  Health  Department  might  threaten  the  charm  and 
character  of  the  town  by  causing  the  demolition  as  unfit  for  human 
habitation  of  a number  of  old  houses  in  the  “ Dutch  Quarter  ” and 
elsewhere.  Last  year  I was  able  to  hope  that  the  newly-formed 
Colchester  Preservation  Society  might  be  able  to  co-operate  with 
the  Corporation  in  saving  some  of  these.  It  is  particularly  pleasant 
to  be  able  to  continue  the  story  this  year  by  congratulating  all 
concerned  on  the  production  of  a draft  plan  which  is  a credit  to 
Colcestrians.  1 had  always  believed  that  the  claims  of  history 
and  aesthetics  could  be  reconciled  with  those  of  public  health,  but 
1 had  not  dared  to  hope  that  such  ready  co-operation  and  good  i 
feeling  would  be  shown.  i 

The  attitude  of  the  Health  Department  has  been  that  while 
it  could  not  tolerate  anything  which  would  compel  people  to  live 
in  unfit  houses  it  would  not  rush  to  demolish  a house  whose  owner 
was  prepared  to  make  it  fit  for  habitation  and  that  it  would  not  be 
unreasonably  exacting  in  its  scrutiny  of  reconditioning  proposals. 
The  Preservation  Society,  for  its  part,  made  a realistic  survey  of 
the  Dutch  Quarter  and  recommended  for  preservation  such,  and 
only  such,  houses  as  were  genuinely  worth  keeping  and  could  be 
saved  without  extravagance.  The  Borough  Engineer's  Department  i 
scrutinised  the  two  lists,  one  of  unfit  houses  and  one  of  houses  worth  | 
preserving,  and  brought  forward  proposals  which  seem  likely  to  ; 
save  the  best  of  the  Quarter  not  as  a decrepit  monument  but  as  a : 
useful  and  not  expensive  part  of  the  town's  living-space. 

If  the  scheme  as  approved  goes  forward  it  will  not  merely  save  i 
parts  of  old  Colchester,  but  it  will  offer  a solution  to  a human 
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[ problem  which  has  caused  my  colleagues  and  myself  a good  deal 
I of  concern.  The  new  Colchester  has  grown  up  around  the  old 
! town  by  the  moving  out  to  new  housing  developments  of  the 
'younger  families  who  wanted  space  in  which  to  bring  up  their 
I children.  As  a result  the  town  centre  has  come  to  contain  a high 
> proportion  of  old  people  living  alone  and  ageing  couples  who  are 
well  content  with  their  little  houses  near  the  middle.  Hitherto, 
I when  we  have  closed  or  demolished  a house  in  the  centre  we  have 
! offered  the  old  people  in  it  a bungalow  on  one  of  the  outlying 
l estates.  Sometimes  they  have  been  glad  to  go  and  live  near  their 
' married  sons  and  daughters,  but  often  in  recent  years  we  have  met 
selderly  men  and  women  to  whom  the  housing  estates  would  offer 
)only  loneliness  in  strange  surroundings.  It  is  plain  that  some  of  the 
lold  houses  in  the  centre  are  too  small  and  cramped  to  be  made  fit  to 
ihouse  families,  but  they  can  be  reconditioned  and  modernised  to 
imake  convenient  little  homes  for  older  people.  An  old  lady  in  a 
{squalid  room  in  a decrepit  house  wept  when  the  Senior  Sanitary 
{Inspector  and  I recently  visited  her.  She  knew  that  our  visit  boded 
fher  no  good  ; she  begged  us  to  save  her  from  the  two  things  she 
imost  dreaded,  going  to  “ the  House  ” and  being  moved  away  from 
Ithe  town  centre  to  a new  estate.  She  and  many  like  her  can  now 
fhope  to  live  out  their  lives  in  that  part  of  the  town  where  they  have 
s^own  their  roots. 

My  full  report  on  the  town’s  slum  clearance  programme  belongs 
(to  1955,  rather  than  1954,  and  I shall  deal  with  the  subject  more 
d'ully  next  year.  It  is  possible,  however,  to  make  certain  forecasts 
'based  on  the  survey  of  houses  as  far  as  it  has  gone. 

In  1952,  before  serious  surveying  had  begun,  I suggested  that 
comething  like  a thousand  houses  in  the  town  might  require 
(replacement  within  the  next  ten  years.  The  Housing  Rent  and 
^Repairs  Act  of  1954  altered  the  position  considerably  in  that  it 
opened  up  the  possibility  of  repairs  being  carried  out  on  a scale 
which  had  been  impracticable  for  many  years  and  it  was  plain 
that  Government  policy  was  to  move  toward  slum  clearance  by 
stages,  taking  reasonable  opportunities  to  preserve  for  a few  years 
the  life  of  those  houses  which  could  be  kept  in  tolerable  condition 
for  a time. 

The  early  stages  of  our  survey  showed  that  the  number  of  houses 
with  major  defects  would  not  fall  far  short  of  the  expected  thousand, 
«hut  that  the  majority  of  these  could,  if  the  owner  were  willing  to 
undertake  the  expense,  be  given  anywhere  from  five  to  fifteen  years’ 
{habitable  life.  The  number  so  far  gone  in  decay  that  they  could 
mot  be  repaired  and  ought  to  be  the  subject  of  immediate  closing 
Pr  demolition  orders  was  likely  to  be  less  than  200.  Circumstances 
Putside  anyone’s  control  and  various  private  building  developments 
pave  already  in  1954  reduced  the  number  of  these  and  the  Dutch 
Quarter  scheme  may  reduce  it  further,  so  that  a hard  forecast  of 
number  of  new  houses  immediately  needed  to  replace  houses 
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which  should  be  demolished  will  not  be  much  more  than  one 
hundred. 


It  must  be  remembered,  however,  that  not  all  the  houses  which 
could  be  repaired  will  necessarily  be  repaired.  Some  of  these  will 
certainly  become  worse  and  need  replacement  within  the  next  four 
or  five  years.  In  any  case,  there  are  some  eight  hundred  houses 
in  this  group  whose  useful  life  is  precarious  ; they  may  survive  for 
fifteen  or  twenty  years,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  even  with  repairs 
they  may  have  to  be  scrapped  within  ten  years.  They  will  certainly 
need  more  than  a little  attention  from  the  officers  of  the  Health 
Department. 


The  1954  Act  had,  regrettably,  little  to  say  about  standards  of 
fitness  in  houses  ; though  it  used  a different  form  of  wording  it 
represented  no  advance  upon  the  very  vague  and  indefinite  code 
of  standards  promulgated  in  1919.  It  is  these  considerations  only 
which  have  had  to  be  used  as  a guide  in  making  the  foregoing  i 
selection  and  1 must  emphasise  that  a house  may  be  obsolescent,  I 
uncomfortable,  unhygienic  and  difficult  to  run,  may  have  no  bath, 
no  hot  water  supply,  no  indoor  sanitation — and  even  pail  sanitation 
— and  yet  be  “ fit  ” in  the  official  sense  of  the  term.  Before  the 
War  most  medical  officers  of  health  were  looking  forward  to  a 
time  when  twentieth  century  people  would  be  living  in  twentieth 
century  houses  and  were  confidently  hoping  that  these  sub-standard 
dwellings  would  disappear  before  1960.  That  hope  has  now  faded, 
but  it  is  still  important  that  temporary  strains  and  shortages  should 
not  betray  us  into  a permanent  lowering  of  acceptable  standards. 

In  considering  housing  standards  it  is  also  worth  while  to  note 
that  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act  of  1936  regarding  over- 
crowding are  still  a dead  letter.  The  standards  laid  down  in  that 
Act  were  low,  but  even  so  the  general  housing  position  is  such 
that  we  cannot  enforce  them.  I would  not  go  so  far  as  to  say  that 
in  Colchester  there  is  a great  deal  of  gross  overcrowding,  but  there 
are  certainly  quite  a few  cases  in  which  we  are  having  to  turn 
a blind  eye  to  conditions  which  the  1936  Act  was  deliberately 
intended  to  prevent. 


I have  received  considerably  fewer  requests  for  housing  priority 
on  medical  grounds,  the  number  having  fallen  to  half  what  it  was 
in,  1953.  This  is  probably  partly  due  to  the  fact  that  the  most 
urgent  cases  had  already  been  re-housed,  but  much  of  the  fall  is 
undoubtedly  due  to  the  abolition  of  the  points  scheme  which,  for 
a large  part  of  the  year,  virtually  abolished  the  giving  of  priority 
on  health  grounds  and  thus  made  it  useless  for  people  to  ask  for 
such  priority.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  concession  which  the 
Housing  Committee  made  at  my  request  in  the  autumn  of  1954, 
by  which  in  certain  cases  re-housing  might  be  accelerated  by  a few 
months,  has  been  greatly  appreciated  by  a number  of  people  who 
were  in  serious  and  genuine  need  ; on  their  behalf  1 would  thank 
the  appropriate  committee  for  its  unquestioning  acceptance  of  my 
recommendations,  1 hope  that  my  colleagues  and  I may  continue 
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Ito  hold  the  scales  fairly  in  the  making  of  what  are  sometimes  rather 
iinvidious  judgments.  1 would  add  that  1 am  also  greatly  impressed 
Iby  the  patience  of  those  who  seek  my  help  and  find  that  1 can  do 
Ibut  little  for  them. 

^Food  Hygiene 

In  general  1 feel  that  the  standard  of  hygiene  in  catering  and  food 
^handling  establishments  in  the  town  is  fairly  good.  It  is  capable 
'of  much  further  improvement,  but  the  sanitary  inspectors  receive 
«o-operation  from  almost  every  proprietor  and  manager  and  things 
are  constantly  improving.  To  some  extent  hygienic  precautions 
are  expensive.  They  may  require  costly  equipment  and  they  will 
certainly  involve  the  rejection  or  destruction  of  food  which  is  not 
entirely  above  suspicion.  (I  applaude  the  policy  of  one  large  firm 
which  instructs  its  managers  that  certain  foodstuffs  which  are  liable 
j:o  harbour  infection  if  they  are  kept  in  stock  too  long  must  be 
^urned  over  to  the  health  department  for  destruction  after  they 
nave  been  in  stock  for  a certain  time  even  though  they  may  look — 
and  be — quite  fit  for  consumption.  It  is  this  sort  of  attitude  which 
makes  for  real  safety). 

But  however  good  the  equipment  the  human  element  counts 
m the  end.  The  “ little  man  ” can  get  good  results  by  scrupulous 
attention  to  detail,  while  the  employees  of  the  big  concern  may  put 
Iheir  faith  in  their  equipment  and  forget  that  they  themselves  have 
10  observe  precautions.  One  person’s  moment  of  carelessness  can 
ttart  an  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  which  may  have  disastrous 
Jtonsequences.  We  have  seen  quite  a number  of  such  moments  of 
rarelessness  in  the  town  and  it  is  only  luck  which  has  limited  their 
Effects  to  a very  few  victims.  I want  once  again  to  warn  the  public 
that  it  is  on  their  vigilance  that  their  health  depends  and  that  if 
they  see  signs  of  carelessness  they  must  do  something  about  it. 
ffhey  can  always  complain  to  the  health  office  and  be  sure  that  the 
tomplaint  will  be  taken  seriously,  but  it  would  be  even  more 
Effective  if  they  would  screw  up  their  courage  and  complain  in  the 
(hop  or  the  restaurant  at  the  time. 

it’ersonal  Hygiene 

In  spite  of  the  lead  given  by  the  Corporation  at  llic  Culver 
Street  conveniences,  the  shortcomings  in  public  washing  facilities 
li'hich  I mentioned  in  my  report  for  1952  still  exist.  The  more 
ixpensive  hotels  and  restaurants  give  their  customers  every  opportu- 
nity to  wash  before  eating,  but  this  does  not  apply  to  some  of  the 
imaller  establishments.  The  town’s  places  of  entertainment  and 
public  assembly  are  much  as  they  were  ; some  of  their  lavatories 
ire  better  kept  than  formerly,  but  even  the  patrons  of  the  “ best  ” 
eats  are  not  often  able  to  wash  after  using  the  lavatory.  There 
eems  to  be  a long-standing  British  indifference  to  cleanliness  which 
eceives  little  discouragement  in  high  places.  One  would  expect 
lational  undertakings  to  give  a lead,  but  even  the  Railway  Executive, 
hough  it  has  improved  its  washing  arrangements  on  corridor 
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trains,  has  done  nothing  about  the  often  utterly  disgusting  lavatories 
on  stations. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  has  been  interesting  to  note  that  the  free 
washing  facilities  at  Culver  Street  are  being  used  by  a certain  number 
of  people  who  go  in  for  that  purpose  alone  and  I suspect  that  the 
public  would  respond,  even  if  slowly,  to  the  making  of  better 
provision.  I hope  the  Corporation  will  try  to  introduce  free  washing 
at  the  ’Bus  Park  convenience,  even  though  space  is  limited  and  that 
this  consideration  will  be  borne  in  mind  when  conveniences  are 
built  for  the  new  ’Bus  Park,  as  it  has  been  in  designing  conveniences 
for  Shrub  End.  It  remains,  however,  a great  pity  that  cafes,  public 
houses  and  places  of  entertainment  cannot  be  compelled  to  make 
provision  for  hand-washing. 

General 

The  year  has,  on  the  whole,  been  a smooth  one  in  spite  of  the 
extra  work  imposed  by  the  housing  survey.  Certain  innovations, 
such  as  the  provision  of  certificates  of  disrepair  under  the  Housing 
Rent  and  Repairs  Act  and  the  reintroduction  of  private  slaughtering 
of  animals  for  food,  came  late  in  the  year  and  I prefer  not  to 
comment  on  their  effects  until  a little  more  time  has  elapsed  and 
they  can  be  fairly  judged.  The  general  spirit  of  co-operation  wliich 
I have  commented  upon  in  previous  reports  is  still  present  and 
though  it  does  not  reduce  the  amount  of  essential  work  to  be  done  I 
it  certainly  makes  the  doing  of  that  work  a great  deal  easier.  To 
all  those  who  have  helped  in  this  way,  to  the  Staff  of  the  Department, 
to  the  many  officers  of  the  County  Council  engaged  on  health  work 
in  the  district  and  to  my  colleagues  in  adjoining  districts,  I give  my 
very  hearty  thanks. 

1 remain,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  D.  KERSHAW, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  etc. 
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Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  the  year  1 954 


A Report  as  directed  by  Circulars  1/54  and  58/54  of  the 

Ministry  of  Health 

STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 

Population  (R.G.  Estimate)  with  Military  (at  30/6/54)  60, 1 00 

(Census  1951,  57,449) 

Area  (Census,  1951)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  12,011  a( 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (Census  1951)  . . 15,069 

Number  of  inhabited  caravans  (Census  1951)  . . 69 

Rateable  Value  (1/4/54)  £443,593 

Rateable  Value,  1/4/54  (reduced)  ..  ..  ..£419,283 

Product  of  a penny  rate  ..  ..  ..  ..  £1,675 

Birth  Rate  (829  legitimate  births,  45  illegitimate)  14’54 
„ „ England  and  Wales  ..  ..  ..  15‘2 

Stillbirths  (22)  Rate  22‘1  per  thousand  live  and 

stillbirths  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  22‘1 

England  and  Wales  . . . . . . . . 23*4 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  (Corrected)  11*6 

(Crude)  12-23 

„ „ England  and  Wales  11-3 

Percentage  of  total  deaths  occurring  in  Public 

Institutions  . . . . . . . . . . 55*6 

Women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  childbirth  nil 

Infantile  mortality  rate  per  1,000  related  live  births- 
Legitimate  (25  deaths),  30-16.  Illegitimate 
(no  deaths),  0-0.  Total  (25  deaths)  . . . . 28-6 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate,  England  and  Wales  . . 25-5 

Tulmonary  Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  ..  ..  0-13 

lOther  Tuberculosis  Diseases  Deain  Rate  . . . . 0-0 

.Cancer  Death  Rate  . . . . . . . . . . 1-79 

anatal  Deaths  (i.e.  those  occurring  in  the  first 
4 weeks  of  life)  ; 19,  giving  a rate  of  21-7  per 
1,000  related  live  births.  The  England  rate  was  17-7 


DEATHS  OF  CIVILIAN 

Cause  of  Death. 

RESIDENTS, 

M. 

1954 

F. 

Total. 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  . . 

. . 

5 

3 

8 

Syphilitic  Disease  . . 

— 

2 

2 

Infective  and  Parasitic  Disease 

3 

2 

5 

Cancer,  Stomach  . . 

7 

6 

13 

„ Lung,  Bronchus  . . 

15 

4 

19 

„ Breast 

— 

9 

9 

„ Uterus 

— 

2 

2 

„ Other  sites 

35 

30 

65 

Leuksmia 

2 

2 

4 

Diabetes 

3 

3 

6 

Vascular  Lesions,  Nervous  System 

37 

46 

83 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

66 

35 

101 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease . . 

6 

8 

14 

Other  Heart  Disease  . . 

68 

113 

181 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

11 

14 

25 

Influenza 

2 

— 

2 

Pneumonia  . . 

15 

16 

31 

Bronchitis 

21 

10 

31 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

— 

3 

3 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

2 

1 

3 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

1 

2 

3 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . . 

4 

10 

14 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

9 

— 

9 

Congenital  Malformations 

6 

4 

10 

Other  defined  diseases 

31 

33 

64 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  . . 

5 

4 

9 

All  other  Accidents. . 

• 

7 

6 

13 

Suicide 

• • 

4 

365 

2 

370 

6 

735 

10 


t 
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1954.  DEATHS  OF  COLCHESTER  RESIDENTS  OVER  70  YEARS  OF  AGE 


Aged  70  and 

Aged  SO  and 

Aged  00  and 

under  80 

under  90 

over 

Total 

Male  . . . . 

113 

63 

10 

186 

Female 

120 

08 

13 

240 

Total  . . . . 

242 

161 

23 

426 

Six  persons  were  aged  90,  seven  aged  91,  four  aged  92,  one 
iaged  93,  three  aged  95,  and  two  females  aged  101  and  104. 


Certain  figures  were  suppressed  during  the  War  for  security 
reasons.  Figures  are  now  given  below  for  purposes  of  a convenient 
record. 


(1941  Population 

..  43,190 

Total  deaths  . . 

535 

11942  Population 

. . 43,920 

Total  deaths  . . 

587 

11943  Population 

..  44,510 

Total  deaths  . . 

576 

LABORATORY, 

1954 

^•ipecimen  and  Examination. 

Positive.  Negative. 

Total. 

JUrine,  abnormalities 

• • • • 

3 337 

340 

Alilk  for  T.B. 

• • • • 

— 2 

2 

3 339  342 


In  addition,  91  samples  of  water  were  bacteriologically 
examined. 

Samples.  .Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory. 

•Town  Water  Supply  . . 91  90  1 

Two  samples  of  well  waters  were  submitted  to  the  Counties 
I’ublic  Health  Laboratory  for  chemical  analysis.  Both  were 
satisfactory. 
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Examinations  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  (Ipswich) 
numbered  68  Bacteriological  (35  satisfactory  and  33  unsatisfactory). 

NURSING  HOMES 

General  and  surgical  beds  available  are  22,  and  maternity  2. 
There  are  now  four  Homes  registered  in  the  Borough. 

Warwick  Lodge,  Cambridge  Road,  was  registered  as  a Nursing 
Home.  It  has  accommodation  for  8 chronic  cases. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the 
Year  1954. 

(Civilian  and  Military  Cases). 


<y 

s 

Total  Cases  in  Age  Groups 

Disease 

X 

Q 

s 

"S 

O 

Under  1 Year 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5-9 

10-14 

16-19 

20-34 

'Tji 

vi 

w 

CO 

1 

O 

06  and  Over 

Acute 

Encephalitis  . . 

1 

1 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis  . . 

1 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

2 

2 

Pneumonia 

47 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

1 

1 

S 

9 

IS 

4 

Dysentery 

13 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

5 

— 

1 

1 

Puerperal 
I’yrexia  . . 

U5 

10 

15 

10 

Erysipelas. . 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

•> 

3 

Malaria 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 



Hcai’let  Fever  . . 

76 

— 

1 

•1 

12 

11 

38 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Infectious 

Hepatitis 

5 

_ 

___ 

1 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

10 

1 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Measles 

14 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

0 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

120 

7 

9 

24 

13 

22 

44 

1 

■ ■ ~ 

Totals  . . 

301 

14 

15 

28 

30 

38 

92 

10 

10 

06 

22 

22 

9 

Deaths  from  notified  cases  : Pneumonia  5. 

Deaths  from  im-notified  cases  : I’neumonia  12,  Acute  infective  Hepatitis  2. 
Total  deaths  from  infectious  diseases  17. 

Percentage  of  cases  treated  in  Hospital — S'fi  per  cent. 


12 


31 


12 


Cases  admitted  to 
Hospital 


Tuberculosis 


New 

Cases 

Feat 

hs 

Non- 

Non- 

Ago  Periods 

Pulm 

unary 

Pulm 

unary 

Pulm 

unary 

Pulmc 

)nary 

M. 

p. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 

1 

2-4  . . 

, . 

, , 

5-9  . . 

1 

, , 

10-14.. 

, , 

15-19.. 

4 

1 

1 

20-24. . 

2 

2 

1 

1 

25-34. . 

8 

3 

1 

1 

, , 

35-44. . 

7 

2 

, , 

1 

45-54. . 

3 

, , 

. , 

1 

, , 

55-64.. 

1 

, , 

1 

1 

65  and  upwards 

3 

2 

2 

1 

Totals  . . 

26 

10 

1 

3 

5 

3 

. . 

. . 

The  percentage  of  cases  that  have  died  of  Tuberculosis  during 
the  past  four  years,  without  having  been  previously  notified,  were  : 

1951  1052  1953 

6-1%  61-5%  27-2% 


Tuberculosis  Register 

1951  1952 

I Pulmonary  Cases  ..  ..  281  250 

t Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  99  57 

Prevention  and  Treatment  of  Tuberculosis. 

Section  172,  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Prevention  and  Treatment  of  Blindness. 

Section  176,  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

Section  47. 

No  action  was  required  under  these  Sections. 

Es.sex  County  Council  Act,  1933. 

Nine  establishments  are  registered  under  the  above  Act  lor 
•massage  or  special  treatment. 


1954 

25-0% 


1953  1951 

278  297 

55  54 
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PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

Three  sets  of  premises  were  registered  as  at  1/1/55. 

HOUSING  APPLICATIONS,  1954 

* Number  of  persons  seeking  re-housing  supported  by 

medical  certificates  , . . . . . . . . . 133 

Number  of  such  cases  re-housed  during  year  . . . . 230 

*Group  1 (71),  Group  2 (24),  Transfers  to  other  Council  House 
accommodation  (38). 

MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS  OF  BOROUGH  EMPLOYEES 
FOR  SUPERANNUATION  OR  FOR  ROAD  TRAFFIC  ACT 
PURPOSES  DURING  1954 

Primary  Examinations  . . . . 79  passed,  4 failed 

Examinations  after  absences  . . 10 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

No  main  sewerage  works  were  carried  out  in  1954.  Housing 
estate  drainage  and  minor  improvements  to  the  sewerage  system 
were  elfected. 

Five  new  Cesspools  were  authorised  to  be  built  by  the  Borough 
Engineer’s  Department  during  the  year.  One  new  well  was  also 
constructed. 

Water. 

The  consumption  per  head  per  day,  including  water  supplied 
to  the  Military,  was  39'47  gallons.  The  length  of  pumping 
distribution  mains  is  111‘339  miles.  Details  of  water  supply 
remain  as  in  report  for  1944.  There  are  517  metered  supplies  of 
water. 

Refuse  Colleetion  and  Disposal. 

No  changes  in  this  service  during  the  year. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION 


General  Summary  of  Work  carried  out  by  Sanitary  Inspector's 
Department  under  Public  Health  Acts,  Housing  Acts,  By-laws,  etc 


Defects  found  2,581 

Defects  remedied ..  2,137 

Factories  and  Workshops  inspected  ..  ..  ..  410 

Housing. 

Sinks,  Waste  Pipes,  etc.,  provided  or  renewed  . . 23 

Floors  or  walls  or  ceilings  repaired  . . . . . . 206 

Doors  or  windows  provided  or  repaired  . . . . 376 

Ovens  or  firegrates  repaired  or  renewed  . . , . 27 

Stairs  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 21 

Rooms  cleansed  . . . , . . , . . . . . 125 

Roofs  repaired  (including  rain-pipes  and  gutters)  . . 218 

Chimneys  repaired  or  renewed  . , . . . . . . 34 

Damp  houses  remedied  . . . . . . . . . . 40 

Yards  paved  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Other  housing  repairs  . . . . . . . . . . 37 

Drainage. 

Repairs  and  improvements  . . . . . . . . 210 

Water  Closets  provided  or  repaired  . . . . . . 167 


Cesspools  ; abolished,  provided,  repaired  . . . . — 

Other  Sanitary  Work. 

Under  Factories  Act  . . . . . . . . . . 67 

Under  Food  and  Drugs  Act  . . . . . . . . 294 

Houses  disinfected  , . . . . . . . . . 24 

Clothing  and  other  articles  disinfected  . . . . . . 1,273 

Well  water  sampled  . . . . . . . . . . 69 

Mains  supply  provided  to  existing  houses  . . . . 9 

Dustbins  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 83 

Re-visits  in  connection  with  Sanitary  Notices  . . . . 5,352 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  . . . . . . 8 

Pig-keeping  nuisances  abated  . . . . . . . . 2 

Matters  referred  to  other  Departments  . . . . 220 

Other  nuisances  or  matters  attended  to  . , , . 54 

IS 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 


PART  I OF  THE  ACT 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  a.s  to  lioalth  (including  inspections 
made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


■ 

Number 

on 

Register 

1 

'lumber  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4 and  0 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities 

‘15 

30 

•> 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local  Auth- 
ority 

357 

371 

4-1 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

Total  . . 

402 

410 

46 

— 

2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

were  found 

Number 

of  cases 

in  which 

Particulars 

Referred 

prose- 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

cutions 

Reme- 

Inspec- 

Inspec- 

were  in- 

Pound 

died 

tor 

tor 

stituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

4 

1 





_ 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  doors  (S.6] 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient 

S 

4 

2 

1 

— 

(6)  misuitable  or  defective  . . 

63 

28 

1 

2 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  tigainst  the  Act 

(not  including  offences  relating 

to  Outwork)  . . 

Total  .. 

77 

34 

3 

3 

— 

16 


PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACt 

OUTWORK 

(Sections  110  and  111) 

Se 

ction  110 

1 

Sec 

;tion  11 

1 

Natiu'e  ol’  Work 

I No.  of  outworkci-s  in 

1 August  list  required 

by  Sect.  110  (1)  (c) 

No.  of  cases  of  de- 
1 fault  in  sending  lists 
to  the  Council 

1 No.  of  prosecutions 

1 for  failure  to  supply 

lists 

No.  of  instances  of 

work  in  unwholesome 

places 

Notices  served 

Prosecutions 

Wearing  ( Making,  etc. 

82 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

apparel  1 Cleaning  and  washing  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Household  linen 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Curtains  and  furniture  hangings 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Furniture  and  upholstei’y  . . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Electro-plate  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

File  making  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Brass  and  brass  articles 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• 

— 

Fur  pulling 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Iron  and  steel  cables  and  chains  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Iron  and  steel  anchors  and  grapnels 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cart  gear 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Locks,  latches  and  keys 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Umbrellas,  etc. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Artificial  flowers 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nets,  other  than  wire  nets  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tents  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sacks  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Racquet  and  tennis  balls 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Paper  bags 

The  making  of  boxes  or  other  recej)t- 
tacles  or  parts  thereof  made  wholly 

or  partially  of  paper 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Brush  making 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pea  picking  . . 

— 

— 

— 

■ 

— 

— 

Feather  sorting 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carding,  etc.,  of  buttons 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Stuffed  toys 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Basket  making 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Chocolates  and  sweetmeats 

Cosaques,  Christmas  crackers, 

■ 

“““ 

' 

' 

Christmas  stockings,  etc.  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Textile  weaving 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lampshades  . . 

' 

Total  .. 

87 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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OFFENSIVE  TRADES  AND  KNACKER'S  YARD 


Number. 

In-spections. 

Gut  Scraper 

1 

3 

Tallow  Melter 

1 

0 

Rag,  Bone  and  Skin  Dealer 

5 

7 

Bone  Boiler 

1 

(1 

Tripe  Boiler  . . 

1 

3 

Total  . . 

U 

25 

Horye  Slaughterer 

1 

li 

These  occupations  have  been  carried  out  satisfactorily  and  no 
complaints  have  been  received  during  the  year. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSE 

There  is  one  Common  Lodging  house  in  the  Borough  providing 
accommodation  for  27  lodgers.  Inspections  have  been  made  on 
various  occasions  and  cleansing  and  maintenance  have  been 
attended  to  satisfactorily. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS 

Dwelling  Houses  Infested — Council  7,  Others  19  . . . . 26 

Dwelling  Houses  Disinfested — Council  7,  Others  19  . . 26 

Rooms  in  these — Infested  and  Disinfested  . . . . 78 

In  addition  11  dwelling  houses,  including  7 Council,  were 
treated  for  the  eradication  of  fleas. 

RATS  AND  MICE 

During  the  year  4,276  inspections  and  re-inspcctions  were 
made  by  the  Rodent  Operators  and  704  premises  were  freed. 

Four  hundred  and  sixteen  complaints  of  rat  infestation  were 
received  and  dealt  with.  One  informal  notice  was  served. 
Number  of  rats  known  to  have  been  killed  . . . . 1,115 

Number  of  mice  known  to  have  been  killed  . . . . 313 

The  public  sewers  were  twice  treated  during  the  year  and  poison 
laid  in  those  manholes  where  takes  of  pre-bait  had  been  recorded. 
Sixty-six  manholes  were  poison  baited  as  a result  of  the  first 
treatment  and  sixty-five  as  a result  of  the  second  treatment. 
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HOUSING 


Statistics  for  the  Year  1954. 

New  Houses  completed — 538. 

New  Flats  completed — 64. 

I.  — Inspection. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 
Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  . . ■ . . 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 

II.  — Number  of  defective  houses  rendered  fit  by  Informal 

Action  . . 

III.  — Action  tinder  Statutory  Powers. 

Under  Sects.  9,  10  and  16,  Housing  Act,  1936 — 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  for  repairs  . . 

Number  rendered  fit — 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 
Under  Public  Health  Acts — 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  for  repairs 
Number  complied  with — 

(a)  By  owners 

{b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  1 1 and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936 — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  were  made.. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 

(3)  Number  of  undertakings  not  to  re-let  given 
by  owners 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936 

HOUSING  REPAIRS  AND  RENTS  ACT,  1954 

Application  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  . . 

Certificates  of  Disrepair  granted 

Applications  for  revocation  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  . . 


1,148 

16 

744 

592 


79 

73 

3 


10 


4 


5 

5 

Nil 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Inspections  of  food  premises  are  shown  in  the  following  table  ; 


Premises 

Number. 

Inspections. 

Slaughterhouses 

5 

827 

Bakehouses 

(29 

.30 

75 

Bakehouses  (Underground) 

1 1 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  . . 

. . • 

10 

131 

Provisions  . . 

• . « 

— 

439 

Pish  Shops — ^Wet 

• . • 

17 

49 

Fish  Shops — Pried 

. * « 

22 

5G 

Butchers’  Shops  . . 

. 

43 

145 

HOTELS  AND  RESTAURANT  KITCHENS 

During  the  year  251  visits  were  made  to  hotel  and  restaurant 
kitchens  and  56  visits  to  canteens. 

Table  showing  repairs  or  improvements  carried  out  at  Food 


Premises  : 

Constant  hot  water  supply  provided  . . . . , . 10 

Handbasins  or  sinks  provided  . . . . . . . . 5 

Towels  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Walls — decorated  or  cleansed  . . . . . . . . 72 

„ rendered  or  tiled  . . . . . . . . 3 

Ceilings — new  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

„ decorated  or  cleansed  ..  ..  ..  71 

Floors — new  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

„ repaired  1 

Refrigerators  renovated  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Roofs  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Water  closets — new  or  repaired  . . ..  ..  31 

„ „ “ Wash  your  hands  ” notices  . . 29 

Miscellaneous  . , . . . . , . . , . . 43 


MEAT  INSPECTION 

In  June  the  Minister  of  Food  ceased  to  be  responsible  for  the 
slaughter  of  animals  for  food  and  at  the  beginning  of  July  private 
slaughtering  recommenced.  Licences  have  been  granted  in  respect 
of  five  privately  owned  slaughterhouses,  four  of  which  have  been 
brought  back  into  regular  use.  The  meat  of  all  animals  slaughtered 
is  inspected  by  the  Borough  Sanitary  Inspectors.  Generally  speaking 
the  reversion  to  private  slaughtering  was  effected  quite  smoothly 
with  little  or  no  inconvenience  to  the  public  of  the  town.  Close 
co-operation  between  the  butchers  and  the  Department  was  main- 
tained during  the  change  over  and  the  necessary  repairs  and 
improvements  to  premises  were  completed  in  time  for  the  premises 
to  be  brought  into  operation  when  required. 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

.Sheep 

and 

ivambs 

I’igs 

.Number  Inspected 

4,510 

262 

783 

8,691 

7,810 

.Ml  dLseascs  except  Tuberculosis- 
Whole  carcases  condemned  . . 

5 

3 

3 

17 

34 

iCarcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned . . 

000 

it 

2 

72 

103 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
siXH'tetl  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 

20-:27  % 

0 5% 

•04% 

J-92% 

2-52  Vu 

Tubei-culosLs  only — 

' WTiole  carcases  condemned 

y 

1 

9 

JCarcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

2b’ 

25 

1 

_ 

120 

; Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  tuber- 
culosis 

0-54% 

0-9% 

•12% 

— 

1*65% 

Parts  of  Carcases  or  Organs  Condemned 


Beasts 

including 

Cows 

Calves 

.Sheep 

Bigs 

Total 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

i Parts  of  Carcases. . 

1,631 

35 

7 

2,175 

3,848 

• Organs 

17,780 

20 

330 

908 

19,050 

In  addition  to  the  above,  555  lb.  of  Imported  Beef,  30  lb.  of 
llmported  Mutton,  324  lb.  of  Imported  Pork  and  11  lb.  of  Imported 
jOx  Liver  were  condemned. 

The  total  weight  of  meat  condemned  as  unlit  for  human 
1 consumption  was  : — 

19  tons  3 cwts.  1 qrs.  19  lb. 

Unsound  meat  was  disposed  of  under  Ministry  of  Food  control 
* during  the  first  six  months  of  the  year.  With  the  return  of  private 
1 slaughtering  the  pre-war  arrangement  whereby  all  unsound  meat 
^was  collected  by  a local  firm  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
I commercial  grease  was  again  brought  into  operation. 

1 
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OtHEh  FOOD  iNSPECJtlON 


Type  oj  Food. 

Ham 

Butter 

Cheese 

Sugar 

Bacon 

Sausages  . . 
Chickens  . . 
Fish 
Biscuits 
Liquid  Eggs 
Rabbits 
Tongues  . . 
Corned  Beef 
Sweet  Fat 
Coconut  Ice 
Confectionery 
Other  Foods 


H^eiglU  in  lb. 

151 

4 

947 

13 

369 

95 

17 

756 

8 

44 
20 
22 
54 

280 

45 
503 

12 


3,340 


The  total  weight  of  meat  and  other  foods  listed  above  unfit  for 
human  food  and  condemned  was  : — 

20  tons  13  cwts.  0 qrs.  27  lb. 


In  addition  the  following  foods  were  condemned  : 


Tinned  Milk  . . . . . . . . . . 443  Tins 

Other  Tinned  Goods  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,908  Tins 

Racketed  Foods  . . . . . . . . . . 229  Pkts. 

Bottled  Foods  . . . . . . . . . . 42  Bots. 

Chicken  Cutlets  . . . . . . . . . . 30 

Fish  Cakes  . . . . . . . . . . 40 

Meat  Pies  . . . . . . , . . . 8 

Swiss  Rolls  . . . , . . . . . . 20 

Crumpets  . . . . . , . . . . . . 43 


All  other  condemned 
Department. 


Ibod  was  destroyed  by  the  Cleansing 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDERS  AND  REGULATIONS 


There  are  10  dairies  and  31  distributors  on  the  register  and 
during  the  year  131  inspections  were  made. 


Milk  {Special  Designation)  {Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

Milk  {Special  Designation)  {Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 

Regulations,  1949. 

Licences  issued  for  Sale  of  Graded  Milk. 


Pasteurised  17 

Tuberculin  Tested  15 

Pasteurised,  Producer  . . . . . . . . 3 

Sterilised 1 

Supplementary  . . . . . . . . . . 6 


Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk. 

During  the  year  1 19  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  and  one  sample 
lof  sterilised  m ilk  were  submitted  for  examination.  Two  of  the 
ipasteurised  samples  failed  to  pass  the  phosphatase  test.  These 
•samples  were  followed  up  and  subsequent  samples  proved  satis- 
ffactory. 

Of  the  120  samples  taken,  85  were  of  milk  pasteurised  in 
'.Colchester,  the  remaining  35  being  of  milk  pasteurised  or  sterilised 
•{outside  the  Borough  and  brought  in  for  retail  sale. 

Milk — Biological  Test. 

Fourteen  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  submission  to  the 
•biological  test  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacillus.  All  samples 
iwere  negative. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 


Samples 

No.  of 
Samples 

Samples 

below 

Standard 

Nature  of  Deficiency 

MUk 

28 

Custard  Powder 

1 

Evaporated  Milk 

2 

Margarine 

7 

Butter 

5 

Cooking  Fat  . . 

2 

Lard  . . 

1 

Sugar  . . 

2 

Sausages 

6 

2 

Deficient  in  Meat  12% 

Table  Jelly 

2 

Deficient  in  Meat  0 % 

Jam 

4 

Mincemeat 

4 

Ice  Cream 

7 

1 

Deficient  in  Sugar  1 0 % 

Quosh  Orange  Drink 

2 

Orange  Squasli 

2 

Marzipan 

1 

Lemon  Curd  . . 

2 

Suet 

2 

Tomato  Ketchup 

2 

Marmalade 

3 

Sauce  . . . . . . 

3 

Ox  Tongue  Spread  . . 

1 

Ham  Spread  . . 

1 

Soup  . . 

2 

Chemical  Food 

2 

Linctus 

1 

Medicine 

2 

Pastilles 

2 

Olive  OH  

3 

Cream 

4 

Camphorated  Oil 

1 

Rainbow  Sugar  Tinted 

Crystals 

1 

Mustard 

1 

Malt 

1 

Dessicated  Coconut  . . 

1 

Glycerine  of  Thymol . . 

1 

Ground  Almonds 

2 

Vinegar 

3 

Pi'ocesaed  Peas 

1 

Coffee 

1 

Sultanas 

1 

Salad  Ci-eam  . . 

2 

Dressed  Crab 

2 

Fish  Cakes 

1 

125 

3 
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Observations. 


Pork  Sausages  : An  informal  sample  was  found  to  be  deficient 
in  meat  to  the  extent  of  12  per  cent,  and  a follow-up  formal  sample 
was  found  to  be  9 per  cent,  deficient.  A letter  of  caution  was  sent 
to  the  manufacturer  by  the  Town  Clerk. 

Ice  Cream  : An  informal  sample  of  ice  cream  was  found  to  be 
deficient  in  sugar  to  the  extent  of  16  per  cent.  A new  assistant  had 
misinterpreted  instructions  for  manufacture  and  the  Department 
was  informed  of  this  before  the  Analyst’s  report  was  received. 
Proprietor  interviewed. 


Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations 


Visits  to  premises  where  ice  cream 

is  manufactured  or  sold 

167 

Samples  taken 

. • • . • • • • 

58 

Results  of  samples — Grade  1 

. • . . . . • • 

49 

Grade  11 

• • • • • • «-  • 

6 

Grade  III 

• . • • • • • 

3 

Grade  IV 

• • «•  ••  •• 

— 

There  are  now  only  three  manufacturers  of  ice  cream  in  the 
Borough  and  two  of  these  are  caterers. 

JOHN  D.  KERSHAW,  m.d.,  d.p.h., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
of  the  Borough  of  Colchester. 

Public  Health  Department, 

Trinity  Street. 
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